BIOGRAPHY: EXECUTIVE CHEF, MELISSA CRAIG
BEARFOOT BISTRO, WHISTLER, BC

In a profession traditionally dominated by men, Melissa Craig, the award winning
Executive Chef of the Bearfoot Bistro, is a rarity. Passionate, driven, and undeniably
talented Craig began her career in the world-renowned Culinary Arts Program of
Malaspina University College, British Columbia. Upon graduation she went on to win the
National Apprentice Competition. This outstanding achievement was made all the more
impressive by the fact that she was the first Canadian female to win this prestigious event
and she was only twenty years old at the time.

Most recently, Craig was awarded the coveted gold award at the 2008 Gold Medal Plates’
Canadian Culinary Championships — arguably the most prestigious culinary event in
Canada. This grueling three-day contest included a black box competition, a mystery
wine pairing, and a grand finale wine-pairing event.

After training at Malaspina, Craig moved to the southern tip of Vancouver Island and
finished her apprenticeship at Sooke Harbour House — an establishment regarded by
many as one of the finest restaurants in the world. There she deepened her understanding
of West Coast Canadian Cuisine and further refined a style of cooking inspired by the
foods of indigenous peoples, the ocean, and the rich soil of the Pacific Northwest.

Craig traded Vancouver Island for Princess Royal Island in 2003 when she was appointed
Sous Chef at King Pacific Lodge, A Rosewood Resort. At this luxury floating wilderness
lodge she integrated a First Nation’s twist on fresh local seafood, salmon and berries to
complement her West Coast style.

Today Craig commands a team of twenty in the open and electrifying show kitchen of the
Bearfoot Bistro. Her menu is best described as Modern Canadian Cuisine and boasts a
unique blend of West Coast and international ingredients, immaculate presentation and
simple yet passionate artistry. Her talents define the experience of dining at the Bearfoot
Bistro and she invites you to join her next time you visit Whistler.

For more information on the Bearfoot Bistro visit www.bearfootbistro.com or call (604)
932-3433.
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